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Newsletter
Silver Level

Business Referral920
Guide
RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY!!!
The Greater Tehachapi Chamber of Commerce
is preparing the 920 Business Referral
Directory, the most important business-reference
publication available.
The Directory is a "must have" full color reference
with a comprehensive community profile,
demographics, overview, local facts and figures,
local attractions and much more…

ß #1 requested publication at the Chamber
ß Included in all Relocation Packets
ß Distributed to all Tehachapi Businesses
ß Included in Welcome Packet for
new residents
ß Distributed by our City at
business conferences
ß Available at Local Hotel& Lodging Chamber Business Referral Directory
ß Contact information for ALL
will be online at
Chamber Members
www.tehachapi.com
ß Full Color Publication

Bronze Level

Call Ida at the Chamber office to reserve your ad space

Your Chamber Working For You

We'd like to share some ways we have promoted your business in April

Phone
Calls

Office
Visitors

Referrals

Directories

Maps

Information
Packets

399

251

877

136

7

47

Monthly Network Luncheon
Michelle Vance, District Director

Tehachapi Valley Recreation & Park District
Please join the Greater Tehachapi Chamber of Commerce at our May
Chamber Luncheon on Tuesday, May 21, 2019 12:00 p.m. at Big Papa's
Steakhouse & Saloon. Our guest speaker will be Michelle Vance, District
Manager Tehachapi Valley Recreation & Park District. Michelle will be
discussing the upcoming Prop 68 Statewide Park Development and
Community Revitalization Program Grant applications for Central Park, West
Park and a project in Sand Canyon
STATE PARKS DEPARTMENT MISSION
The mission of the California Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) is to provide for the
health, inspiration, and education of the people of California by helping to preserve the state’s
extraordinary biological diversity, protecting its most valued natural and cultural resources, and
creating opportunities for high-quality outdoor recreation.
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT DIVISION MISSION
Encouraging healthy communities by connecting people to parks, supporting innovative
recreational opportunities, embracing diversity, fostering inclusivity, and delivering superior
customer service, with integrity for the enrichment of all.
THE OFFICE OF GRANTS AND LOCAL SERVICES (OGALS) MISSION
To address California’s diverse recreational, cultural and historical resource needs by
developing grant programs, administering funds, offering technical assistance, building
partnerships, and providing leadership through quality customer service.
Michelle Vance currently serves as the District Manager for the Tehachapi Valley Recreation
& Park District. In her capacity as the District Manager, she is responsible for managing and
implementing the day to day operations of the district.
Michelle joined the Park District in July 2017 from the City of Tehachapi as the Economic
Development Coordinator. In her capacity as Economic Development Coordinator, she was
responsible for implementing principles and practices of economic development, business
recruitment, and retention and expansion policies.
She joined the City from the County of Kern, where she was the Field Representative for
Second District Supervisor Zack Scrivner. In that capacity, Michelle worked closely with East
Kern communities and was instrumental in developing the Revitalize East Kern program. She
also gained extensive experience while working with downtown Tehachapi business owners
as the Executive Director of Main Street Tehachapi, a non-profit organization, which promotes
economic development in the historic downtown business district.
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Michelle graduated from California State University Bakersfield where she earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Public Policy Administration with a concentration in marketing. Further,
Michelle has taken several advanced courses while attending the MPA program at Cal State
University Bakersfield.
Michelle is a member of California Park & Recreation Society, the Greater Tehachapi
Economic Development Council board of directors, Tehachapi Tourism Commission,
Tehachapi Lions Club, and the Tehachapi Rotary Club.
Michelle has lived in Tehachapi for 26 years with her husband Rick and her two children Wyatt
(24) and Kelsey (22).
The cost is $15 for Chamber Members, $20 for Non-Chamber members, which includes
lunch.
Reservations are required. Please make your reservation by calling the Chamber at
661-822-4180. Reservation deadline is Friday 17, 2019.

209 E Tehachapi Blvd
P.O. Box 401
Tehachapi, CA 93581
661 822-4180
Fax 661 822-9036
www.tehachapi.com
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10 AM - 4 PM
Closed 1 - 2 PM for lunch

Hours subject to change for Chamber events

2

May Luncheon Sponsor

Preplan? What?
Our death, or that of a loved one, is not a subject we want
to talk about. We avoid it, dance around it, and make jokes.
But do we really discuss this with our families? Nobody
wants to talk to their parents about their mortality and your
kids don’t want to talk to you about yours. That’s reality.
But what happens when that day comes? Do we really know
about our loved ones’ wishes? And ours?
Often families come through our doors and for the most part
don’t really know what their loved one’s wishes included.
Sometimes they say, “Dad said no services. Keep it simple.”
Is that because he didn’t want a service, or was he trying to
spare you the time, grief and expense. Did he realize that a
service was one step in the grieving process? That the funeral
is about your loved one … but it’s for you. Did he know that
a service needn’t cost many thousands of dollars?
All civilizations have taken time to stop, gather, and honor
their loved ones. We too need to take time to grieve, celebrate, and remember what that person has meant to us. It’s
important for youngsters of the family to know the history of
great-grandma. Was it papa’s faith that got the family
through the great depression? Where did baby Ashley get
blue eyes?
We host mini-seminars that explain the process of making
preneed arrangements. If you’d like to attend, please call us
at 661-822-6897.

New Chamber
Summer Office Hours
Effective May 1st
Monday - Friday
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Closed 1 - 2 PM for Lunch
Hours are subject to change for
Chamber Events

Luncheon Business Card Winner

On June 12, 2019, The Woods Pavilion, An Outdoor Event
Venue, will be celebrating its five-year anniversary. It’s hard
to believe that so much time has passed since the dream for
the pavilion was conceived.
In the fall of 2013, the planning began to build a place for
families to gather following funerals and life celebrations
for their loved ones. The scope widened as our community
began to ask if it was available for luncheons, weddings, and
fundraising events. As time has passed, we’ve added heaters
and roll down sides to provide for year-round access.
Over the last five years we have hosted many funeral
receptions, memorial services, non-profit luncheons and
district meetings, fund raising events, weddings, bridal and
baby showers, graduation parties, family reunions, First
Fridays, religious meetings, craft fairs and birthday parties.
We offer rental packages to fit any need or budget.
The Woods Pavilion has a rustic, woodsy feel and is
artistically landscaped, with shaded outdoor seating areas.
We can accommodate groups from 25 to 200 guests. The
evening ambient lighting lends itself well to a nighttime
wedding or a dance under the stars. The Courtyard is
perfect for smaller gatherings, or as an appetizer and refreshment center. The Bride's Cottage is beautifully furnished,
with plenty of the space for the bride and her party to dress.
Off street parking is also available.
We are very proud to be a part of Tehachapi’s growing
downtown area and hope to continue to be an asset to our
community. We invite you to celebrate our anniversary with
us on Wednesday, June 12th, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Refreshments will be provided by Mill Street Kitchen. The
Woods Pavilion is located at 323 West F St, Tehachapi, CA
93561.
For more information call 661-822-0762.

1 s t Priority Vehicle
Registration Service
L icensed and B onded By dMV
R enewaLs & T RansfeRs
Susan Abrego

661-823-4278

20725 souTh sT, sTe 12, Tehachapi, ca
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City of Tehachapi
Greg Garrett
Tehachapi City Manager
First, a huge ‘thank you’ to all of the
community members who participated in the
Adventist Health Foundation fundraising
dinner a few weeks ago. Thanks to the
generosity of this community, over $600,000
was raised for our hospital. This money will
be used for equipment that will further the
offerings of our hospital and keep more
patients local instead of traveling for specialty
services. The evening was a huge success.

Our future is one that must be viewed through the windshield,
we can and will continue to be a small town, but one with
a big vision. One that supports state-of-the-art healthcare,
strong groundwater resources and developments that serve
the community for years to come.
It doesn’t make for much of a country song, but it sure does
make for a brilliant future.

Fitting as I left that event, Jason Aldean’s ‘Rearview Town’
song was on the radio. If you haven’t heard it, it’s about a rusted
up small town with nothing to offer, except a view for those
leaving in their rear view mirror. “Ain’t nothing what it used to
be, population minus me,” he sings; it’s sad to think that there
are small towns like this across our Nation.
However, after leaving an event full of forward-thinking individuals who cared enough for this community to give both their
time and in some cases their money, I was encouraged to know
that Tehachapi is the exact opposite of a ‘rearview town,’ it’s a
town looking forward through the windshield and not over our
shoulders with nothing to offer but sad country songs.
Proof of that can be found in that fact that many of our former
residents, those that could write a song like Jason Aldean about
leaving a small town, are coming back. Some of our finest
community leaders, business owners and investors are those
that grew up here, left to gain some world experience and are
coming back to Tehachapi to be a part of a thriving community.
They don’t write country songs about that because it simply
doesn’t fit the narrative; but it should.
We’re also a destination for many who enjoy what we have to
offer, our small-town feel with a quality of life rarely found
in California. From retired residents originally from Southern
California to young families who are locating here for work
in aerospace, healthcare or business, we are a place that must
continue to look forward and plan for our future.
Those goals are being sought after with new projects such as
our groundwater sustainability project, an initiative that was
recently approved by the City Council to undergo engineering
studies. Essentially this project will treat our wastewater to a
higher tertiary level before it is ultimately pumped to Blackburn
Dam above Highline where it will be spread to percolate back
into the ground. With the treatment it receives at the plant, plus
the natural filtration it receives in the soil, we’re confident that
in two years or so the water will once again be clean drinking
water to be pumped out of our City wells. This initiative will allow us to be self-sufficient in the world of water, not relying on
the State water project for additional allocations and allow us to
maintain a healthy groundwater basin in Tehachapi.
Our developments and planning continue to project into the
future as well. From private residential and commercial projects
projects to community-owned public projects, the team at City
Hall continues to ensure that what is built today has a lasting
positive impact on our community’s future. We don’t want to
simply know what something will look like when it is
completed, we want to be confident that it will stand the test
of time.
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May Membership Anniversaries
25 Years

5 Years

15 Years

4 Years

Lehigh Southwest Cement Co
Tehachapi Heritage League
Best Western Country Park Hotel

14 Years

Family Life Pregnancy Center

8 Years

City of Tehachapi
Bill Wright Toyota

Cesar E. Chavez National Monument
The Woods Pavilion
Cerro Coso Community College
Race Communications

1 Year

Advanced Network Solutions
Tip Top Arborists, Inc.

Congressman McCarthy & Senator Grove
Mobile Office Hours at the Chamber
Government Representatives will hold office hours at the Chamber office on
Tuesday, May 21, 2019.
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Congressman McCarthy's Office 661-327-3611
10:30 - 11:30 p.m. Senator Grove's Office 661-395-2995
For appointments please contact the above representatives.

Welcome Our Newest
Members
Always Ready Construction
Jeff Thorsnes
PO Box 2465
Tehachapi, CA 93581
661-619-4717
Cricket Wireless
Janely Portillo
840 Tucker Rd, Ste H
Tehachapi, CA 93561
661-823-4289
Edward Jones Investments
Brandon Billings
709 W. Valley Blvd, Ste B
Tehachapi, CA 93561
661-823-4879
Las Palmas Restaurant
Christine Lara
108 S. Green St
Tehachapi, CA 93561
661-822-5506
P-Dubs on Hubs
Kenny Harrison
27725 Stallion Springs Dr
Tehachapi, CA 93561
661-823-7777
This & That Home Decor/
Rancho Raviri
Lee Barron
777 W. Tehachapi Blvd, Ste A
Tehachapi, CA 93561
661-874-2809

tehachapi.com working
for our members

We'd like to share with you a summary
of our website business directory
activity for April

Main Directory Search Page Visits 1,317
Alphabetical Listing Search

1,765

Categorical Listing Search
Search For
New Member Listing

6,802
55
211
1,466

Referred to Member Website

151

Emails Sent to Members
Member Map Views

3,622

Calls Placed to Members
Category Sponsor Ad

1,002
43
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Chamber Member Celebrations

Chamber Directors Stephanie Garcia, Carolyn Wiles and Liz
Trejo; Chamber Ambassador Pat Doody joined Colleen &
Thomas Kohnen for the 15 Year Anniversary Celebration of
Kohnen's Country Bakery on Friday, April 12, 2019.
Kohnen's Country Bakery is located at 125 W. Tehachapi Blvd.
For more information call 661-822-3350.
Congratulations Colleen & Thomas!!

Chamber Chairperson Stephanie Garcia
presented a Certificate of
Congratulations to Colleen Kohnen
for the 15th Anniversary Celebration of
Kohnen's Country Bakery.
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HR Corner
‘No-Match’ Letters Are Back: What Employers Need to Know
Apr 25, 2019 - CalChamber HRWatchDog

Be prepared for any “no-match” letters you might receive.
Employers haven’t seen “no-match” letters from the Social Security Administration
(SSA) since 2012 but that’s about to change. In March 2019, the SSA resumed
sending these letters to advise employers that information submitted on an
employee’s Form W-2 doesn’t match SSA records.
A no-match letter, formally known as an Employer Correction Request (EDCOR),
informs an employer that there is an error with at least one name and Social
Security Number (SSN) combination on a W-2 submitted by the employer. The
SSA uses the letters to advise employers that corrections are needed in order for
the SSA to properly post an employee’s earnings to the correct record.

Be prepared for any “no-match” letters
you might receive.

The letters don’t identify the employee with incorrect information. To get that
information, employers must first register for the SSA’s Business Services Online (BSO). Once you have registered for BSO,
you can log on to view and correct name and SSN errors.
If you receive a no-match letter, you can take these steps to correct the information:
• Review the name and SSN in your files with the SSA’s records on the BSO to confirm that the information was correctly
reported to the SSA; i.e. that there wasn’t a typographical error. If the information was reported incorrectly, you can
correct it on a Form W-2C.
• If you correctly reported the information you received from the employee, notify the employee that you received a nomatch letter and ask the employee to confirm the exact name and SSN as it appears on the employee’s Social Security
card. If the exact name or SSN was not previously reported, you can correct it on a Form W-2C.
• If the information reported by the SSA matches that on the employee’s Social Security card, you can ask the employee to
contact the local SSA office to resolve the issue, and notify you once it is resolved. If an employee can’t resolve the nomatch error for his or her name or SSN, consult legal counsel about how to proceed.
You have 60 days from receipt of the letter to submit a Form W-2C with the necessary corrections.
The no-match letters don’t imply that the employer or employee intentionally reported incorrect information — they simply
advise an employer that a discrepancy occurred in the SSA’s records. Several possible reasons for a discrepancy include
typographical errors, unreported name changes (such as changes due to marriage or divorce) and inaccurate employer records.
No Adverse Action
In addition, the letters don’t address an employee’s work authorization or immigration status. A no-match letter is not proof
that an employee is not authorized to work, nor should it be the basis for any adverse action against an employee. As the SSA
warns in the no-match letters:
You should not use this letter to take any adverse action against an employee, such as laying off, suspending,
firing, or discriminating against that individual, just because his or her SSN or name does not match our
records. Any of those actions could, in fact, violate State or Federal law and subject you to legal consequences.
California law also protects employees who update their personal information, such as their name or SSN.
Employers who receive no-match letters can find resources, including FAQs and a sample letter to provide to employees
whose information is identified as incorrect, on the SSA’s website.
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Chamber Services

For Members Only

Mailing Labels
$25.00
Electronic (Excel)
Mailing List
$35.00

The Greater Tehachapi Chamber of Commerce Monthly Network
Luncheon is an opportunity to Showcase your Business. Luncheons are
held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. The month of October is still
available for sponsorship.

Employment Posters 2019

Members
Non-Members

$57.00
$76.00

Directory of Members

Available to all at No Charge

Website Advertising - Members Only

Contact Chamber Office for pricing
and options
Free to Members Only

Display of Cards & Brochures in the
Chamber Office
Referrals From:
Phone Calls Walk-In's Internet
First Hotspot in Newsletter (first 90
days of membership)

Advertising - Members Only

Newsletter Hotspot
Newsletter Card
per month
per year
Relocation Packet
Insert/per year

2019 Chamber Network Luncheon Sponsorships

$ 35.00

$ 25.00
$200.00
$125.00

Your Network Luncheon Sponsorship includes:
• 2 tickets to the luncheon ($30 value).
• 250 words business bio in our monthly newsletter for the month of
sponsorship.
• Your Business listed as a sponsor in our luncheon reminder email.
• 3-minute infomercial at the luncheon.
• Exclusive rights to distributing promotional material at each seat.
• Your Business listed as sponsor on the New Member List and
Calendar distributed at the luncheon by the Chamber.
All inclusive sponsorship for only $100.00. Call early to reserve the
month important to you. Reservations on a first come basis. Only one
Sponsor per luncheon.
To sponsor a Network Luncheon or additional information, contact Ida
Perkins at the Chamber 661-822-4180 or email idaperkins@tehachapi.
com.

sSupport
ho
p local!
your local business community
www.tehachapi.com

SUN

MON

TUE

May 2019

WED
GTEDC Mtg 7:30 AM
Slice of Life

For detailed information on events, visit our Community Calendar
at www.tehachapi.com

5

12

6

City Council Mtg 6 PM
Wells Education Ctr

13

1

Sand Canyon Prop 68
Grant Meeting #2 6 PM
24750 Sand Canyon Rd

7 Chamber Mixer Hosted by8

Board of Directors Mtg
Chamber Office 4:30PM
TUSD Board Mtg 6 PM

16

THU

FRI
2

Kiwanis Prayer
Breakfast 6:45 AM
St. Malachy-McMullan Hall
West Park Prop 68 Grant
Meeting #1 6 PM
490 West D St

9

Lifetime Events 5-7 PM
48771 W. Valley Blvd

Central Park Prop 68
Grant Meeting #1 6 PM
490 West D St

15

Farmers Market
Green Street 4-7:30 PM

16

Coffee with Mayor &
City Manager 7:30 - 9:30 AM

Tourism Commission
Meeting 10 AM

19

26

20
City Council Mtg 6 PM
Wells Education Ctr

27

Memorial Day Ceremony
11 AM Central Park
Western Swingout Weekender
Western Swingout Weekender

Chamber Office Closed

21

Government Reps
See page 5 for appt info
CHAMBER LUNCHEON
Big Papa's 12:00 PM
TVRPD Board Mtg 5:30 PM
TUSD Board Mtg 6 PM

28

22

29

Farmers Market 4-7:30
Honoring The Thin Blue Line
Banquet 6 PM

23

SAT

Cricket Wireless Grand 3
Opening 3:30 - 6 PM
Ribbon Cutting 4 PM
840 Tucker Rd, Ste H
First Friday 5-8 PM

10

This & That Home Decor/
Rancho Raviri Grand
Opening 4-6 PM
Ribbon Cutting 4:30 PM
777 W. Tehachapi Blvd Ste A

17

24

4

11

18
Warrior Challenge 8 AM
Central Park

25

Farmers Market
Green Street 4-7:30 PM Western Swingout Weekender Western Swingout Weekender

30

Tehachapi Academy
of Dramatic Arts
Grand Opening 4-6 PM
Ribbon Cutting 4:30 PM
301 S. Green St, Ste B

Farmers Market
Green Street 4-7:30 PM

31
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